NOTE ON PACHYRHAMPHUS ALBINUCHA, BURMEISTER, 


I'.V 

Roni'.ur Rihcw.w, 

( 'urator of iho Pifiiyim nt of Hiriis. 

I'^or some 17 years t li<‘re lias lieeii in the col lee t ion ol' t In* I J. S. Xat ional 
j'\l ns(‘iiiii, a Itird-skin lahi'led with the al»ov<* name, n'ceived IVom Dr. 
Ihinneister himself. This name i liav(*, lH*en unahle to liinl in any work 
wlnne it would he (‘Xjieeted to occur, ev(‘n the Ari^entine ()rnitln)lo‘xy 
of ^Ii'ssrs. Sclati'i' and Hudson mentioning; it hut casually in thehiblio- 
j^raphieal aiipendix, while J)r. Selater's catahtj^in* of the Oli^;omyod:e 
(“Catalo^'iH'. of th(5 Bii'ds in the tlritish .Alnseuni,’’ vol. ^JV) ahsolntely 
ignores it. This seems very remarkahle in view of tin; fact that the 
hiiii was clearly deserihed as long ago as I'd years (I*. Z. tS., 18(18, p, (i.d.s), 
and is so eonspicnonsly distinct from anything eiS(*, though resemhling 
.su|>erlicially in coloration P<(<-ln/rl((ntipln(.s ciurrrtis (Dodd.). 

Onrhprli<nnitln(s (ilhixm-ha, having a pyenaspidian tarsus, is a nn'inber 
of the family CoHiKjidtr ; but it is so dill’erent in otln*r ]>oints of its 
strnetnre from the typical members of the genus in which it was jilaced 
by its deserilier that there can b<* no cpiestion it does not belong lln*re. 
In fact, the normal size and form of the second primary necessitatiss its 
removal from (he subfamily 'I’ili/riiKr. Aeeortling to the characters used 
by Dr. JSclaler for the classilication of these birds, it would seem to be- 
long to the snblamily Jjipx lu/hur; but on comparison with the various 
genera in this and other “ subfamilies " it is found to appioa<*h more 
nearly to ('a.sionii.s in strnetnri' than to any other. The ditlerences, 
however, from C'n.s'/orn/.s, an* so nnmerons and so great, that tli<*re 
seems to be no lesonrce but to establish a n<*w genus for its reception. I. 
therefore, propose as the name for tin; n<*w g(*nns tin* name XcKopsaris. 

The characters of the geims and its type species are as follows: 


Xenopsaris, g«*ini.s n<ivum Cotiiigiilarnm. ('I’.vp<*, l‘uchiiilutuii>lntn ulhimn-lia I}iir- 

nu'i.sOT.) 

(lEN. CHAU. : Similar to ('a.'<iontis Hp., but bill very min h smaller, 
narrower, and more eh'vated at the base, with enbn(‘n gra<bially curved 
thronglnmt its length; nasal and rietal bristles nmeh less developed ; 
(ail nearly as long as the wing, (*marginati* and roiunled (i. e., double- 
lonmU'd), the feathers rather narrow ; j»rimari<*s <*.\-ceeding secondaries 
by more than length of bill ; the s<*eond, third, ajid fourth <|nills nearly 
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equal, and longest; fust primary equal to sixth ; tarsus about equal to 
length of bill measured from the rictus; middle toe considerably shorter 
than tarsus (slightly less than exposed culmeii); feathers of pileum 
lengthened and broad, forming when erected a full, rounded crest; along 
each side of the lower back and rump a conspicuous tuft of pure white 
cottony feathers. Color (both sexes) grayish above, with glossy black, 
full-crested pileum, the lower parts, sides of head (below eyes), nuchal 
collar, lores, and frontlet, white. 

Xenopsaris albiiiucha (IUtum.). 

rachyrhamphus alhimfcha IUjkm., W Z. S., 18G8, 

Sp. CHAR. : Adult (No. (57388, U. 8. National Museum, Kiode la Plata, 
Buenos Ayres; Dr. II. Burmeister): Entire pileum (except narrow 
frontal band), down to the middle of the eyes, glossy black, with a 
slight bluish luster; narrow frontal baud (including nasal tufts), lores, 
suborbital region, ear-coverts, and entire under portion of head, neck, 
and body, white; a rather narrow grayish white nuchal collar (imme- 
diately below the black i)ilenm) ; hind neck and back uniform ash-gray, 
the secondaries andiaun]) similar but browner; wings, tail, and upper 
tail-coverts grayish brown, the wing-coverts nariowly and indistinctly 
margined with whitish, the tertials distinctly edged with white; tail 
darker than wings, especially towards the end, the shafts pale brown 
basally; outer tail-feather broadly edged ami margined round end with 
white. Upper mandible, black ; lower, grayish (i)lumbeous in life?); 
feet dusky in dried skin. Length (skin), 4.‘.)0 ; wing, 2 .- 10 ; tail, 2..‘50; 
ex]>osed eulmen, 0.38; tarsus, about 0.48 ; * middle toe, about 0.35. 

To his excellent description, cited above. Dr. Burmeister adds the 
following : 

Tliis Kiiiiill lives in iho .sedjje of the sliore.s of the Kio do la I’laia, near Buenos 
Avios, and lias ;i soniowliat melancholy toiiijiorameni, sitting tinite still in the same 
place a long time. Both sexes are alike in c<dor, hnt the color of tlie male is much 
clearer, .and the white nuchal baud hro.adcr.and more distinct. 

* Feet considerably mutilated, so that exact measurements can uot be iaken. 


